IO                 SAILOR     ON    HORSEBACK

antecedents we know little, except that he was a full-blooded
Irishman, and was born in a log cabin in Maine. He spent
many years of his youth at sea. He was a short, powerfully
built man who at the age of sixty was able to knock down-
stairs a bully who had been sent to beat him up. He spent his
life writing, editing magazines, lecturing, teaching, and
drawing up astrological nativities. He assembled a com-
prehensive library on philosophy, mathematics, astronomy,
and occult subjects. He was a linguist, an able student of
history and the Bible. Among his friends, students, and
followers he was known as a remarkable man; among
astrologers he was acknowledged to be one of the best. As
an old man in Chicago he is said to have devoted his great
energies, some sixteen hours a day, to the cause of astrology,
in which he had a passionate and genuine belief. He con-
sidered it to be an exact science, like chemistry and mathe-
matics, one which could raise humanity from the mire.

Chaney's greatest weakness was women. When reproached
by his friends for moral delinquency he would point to his
horoscope and cry, "Alas! It is in my nativity." He could
quickly be aroused to anger, was not easy to get along with,
for he had always to be the headman, the leader, the teacher.
He spent most of his life in poverty because he was imprac-
tical with money, taught for nothing when his pupils were
too poor to pay, and was constantly giving away what little
means he had.

His students testify that his lectures always commanded
close attention, for he had something to say and said it in a
pleasing manner. Yet few were his match in sarcasm and
irony. He gave his friends plenty to think about if they were
capable of thinking, and if they were not, they did not
remain his friends long. In Portland, Oregon, his weekly
lectures were popular. The audience sat before a two-foot
horoscope on a blackboard while Chancy stood before it
with a pointer indicating the various configurations and
calling on the class to explain their significance. After an
hour and a half lecture he entertained them with amusing
stories, for he had a lusty Irish humour.